
  

Worship Service 9:45 am @ Mt. Pisgah, 2350 Noblestown Road  

Purpose:  To inform, encourage, and promote engagement in Mt Pisgah’s 

mission in the community, and opportunities for spiritual transformation.   

To invite reflection on the process of personal spiritual growth.   

To emphasize the bond that holds us together, and avoid magnifying the 

differences that separate us. 

Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church 

DECEMBER 2021 

“The virgin will be  

with child and will  

give birth to a son  

and they will call him  

Immanuel-- 

God with us.” 

Matthew 1:23 
NIV 
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Mt. Pisgah VIEW December 2021 

I hope and pray that you enjoyed a blessed Thanksgiving Holiday!  We 

have so much for which to be grateful as followers of Jesus.  We, of all 

people, know the depth of grace and mercy that produces in us rich 

spirit of gratitude. 

With Advent beginning this past Sunday, following the Thanksgiving 

holiday, some of you will already know about our focus for the Advent 

season this year.  We will take time in worship each Sunday of Advent 

to consider this question, άWhat is the purpose of the LordΩs coming 

(advent)?έ 

November 28 – The first Sunday of Advent took us back to the beginning 

of GodΩs story and ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ tŜƻǇƭŜ who will bear 

the LordΩs image and glory throughout the creation.  We looked at  

Genesis 1:26-31 and MatthewΩs account of the LordΩs appearing in the 

miracle of the incarnation, Matthew 1:18-23.  Notably, the incarnation 

of Jesus is for the purpose of saving άhis people from their sins.έ 

December 5 – Week two will zero in on ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ  

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŬƭƭǎ at just the right time!  Our 

scripture for the second Sunday of Advent will be Genesis 3:15 and  

Galatians 3:15-4:7.  In Galatians, Paul rehearses the history of the LordΩs 

promises through the years that reach their pinnacle in the birth of  

Jesus Messiah. 

December 12 – On the third Sunday of Advent, we will look at ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
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ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ, which happens definitively 

through the Son.  Humankind has walked in darkness since that fateful 

day of rebellion of which we read in Genesis 3.  Our contemporary  

experience only serves to confirm this diagnosis . Humankind is lost 

without the revelation of truth, and apart from a God who really enters 

human space and time and speaks!  We will consider Genesis 3:8 and 

Hebrews 1:1-14 on the third Sunday. 

December 19 – Week four will conclude our Advent worship with  

careful consideration of ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ tŜǊŦŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ.  It is commonplace for people to  

suggest that death, the decay of the creation, the universe, etc., is  

άjust part of the natural order.έ  Death is inevitable; the law of entropy 

is inescapable.  As believers, we gently and respectfully say no to this 

conventional wisdom.  The LordΩs purpose from the beginning is a  

creation, and a humankind, that would enjoy a state of perfection, of 

eternal, confirmed blessing absent of any vestige of sin, death, or  

decay.  The Lord has not given up on that original purpose.  Hence the 

incredible irony of the LordΩs strategy for perfecting humankind and  

the creation: becoming like us!  The Lord of glory being born into an 

imperfect world, filled with imperfect people, for the purpose of  

making their perfection possible!  Our scripture for the fourth Sunday 

will be Isaiah 11:1-10 and John 1:14-18. 

I hope that you will take some time to read and reread these passages.  

Sit with them, and dwell on them over the course of the next few 

weeks.  Let them sink down into your soul and renew your hope in the 

LordΩs purposes for his coming in Jesus Christ.  May these passages 

help to set the stage for Christmas Eve when we remember the story  

of the incarnation.  WeΩll gather then to consider the coming of Jesus, 

born in Bethlehem of Judea, who is the answer to άthe hopes and  

fears of all the years.έ  (Please note that we will worship at 6 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve this year.) 

Peace, 

Tom 
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{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ bŜǿǎ Φ Φ Φ 

At the November meeting of the  

Session, we met with the Deacons to 

finalize plans for our Session format 

beginning in 2022.  The new format  

will free the leaders to spend more  

time being involved in ministry and working to involve all the 

people of the church in ministry.  We will also re-focus specific 

outreach events and distribution of mission dollars to the  

Deacons. 

Following our combined meeting with the Deacons, we met  

with Jill Folkmire in order to include her as an ordained Deacon 

beginning in 2022. 

Jill and the slate of other officers for 2022 were voted on by the 

congregation on November 28th following worship.  Installation 

and Ordination is planned for Sunday, December 5th during  

worship. 

We have a full slate of officers for 2022 (7 Deacons, 7 Ruling  

Elders, and the member at large for the Nominating Team in 

2022).  We are blessed to have willing minds and hearts in  

service to Father, Son, and Spirit! 

Submitted for the Session by Marta Pletz, Clerk 



6 

December 14, 2021 

Hello Everyone! 

For anyone who didn't see the Tapestries of Life presenta-
tion last month, hereõs a brief recap.  Jane and Bob Sorchilla 
shared their mission project to a Mexican orphanage, where 

children are housed, in Guadalupe, Mexico.  In a state-of- 
the-art building, 250 children are provided with all their  
essentials.  Anyone wishing to donate to them, please see  
Luella for details.  This mission project, shared by the  
Carnegie and Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Churches, began in 

2008.  Praise and thanks to God for the dedication of those 
who met the challenge of building an orphanage out in the  
desert! 
 
We have a special entertainment for Decemberõs DayTimers.  

On December 14, Liturgical dancer, Norma Jean Barnes, will 
perform  interpretive dance to Christmas songs.  After her 
presentation, weõll share our own memories of this past year, 
of how we survived a Pandemic Christmas. 
 

We want to thank everyone who signed up for Christmas  
Giving 2021 and provided Christmas gift cards to the  
children of the Food Pantry of Northside Common Ministries.  
Gifts will be delivered to NCM Ministries the first week of 
December. 
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The DayTimers meet at our new "Home" at 2350 Noblestown 
Road.  We ask that you wear a mask if you are unvaccinated 
or immunocompromised.  We hope to provide sandwich and 

soup for lunch.  Coffee will be provided.  Please park in the  
lot by the door excluding the first parking space, which is  
reserved for our guest speakers.  Please note, a separate 
Handicap Parking spot is available in this area for those who 
need it. 

Hereõs our upcoming proposed schedule: 

January 25, 2022 - Jay Poliziani on Northside  
Common Ministries Refurbishing 

Program 

If you have any comments or questions, please email  

Luella Brazier, luelllabbrazier@aol.com, or call Linda  
Polaski, 412-921-8605, to leave a message. 

Blessings, 
Linda and Luella 
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The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to  

Bethlehem”  (Luke 2:15) 

Imagine yourself in the Christmas story. 

I wonder, what does a journey to Bethlehem mean to you?   

Look inward. 

Maybe you sit in silence as you hold this question in your heart. 

Whether you enjoy a quiet day alone or a busy day of prepara-

tion and activities, embrace a prelude to rebirth.  The gift of  

reflection. 

In the Gospel of Luke, the shepherds took no gifts to Bethlehem, 

other than their humble presence, their very beings. 

Likewise, bring the gift of yourself, open and receptive, your 

mind, soul and body, while remembering that “Every generous 

act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change.”  (James 1:17) 

~ Submitted by Luann Walton for the Prayer Team 

Prayer Corner 
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Breath Prayer for December 

Breathe In: Let us go now¤  

Breathe Out:  to Bethlehem 

The Prayer Team consists of Luella Brazier, Nancy Palmerine, Marta 
Pletz, and Luann Walton 

On November 10th, a group of five people from Mt. Pisgah  

traveled to Kansas City for the Christian Community Develop-

ment Association (CCDA) conference. 

Our Pastor, Tom, led the way, not only as a spiritual leader:  he 

registered us, made housing reservations, airline reservations,  

provided the boarding passes at the gates, arranged for a rental 

car, drove the rental car, drove us to our house, took us into the 

city and back out of the city, took us grocery shopping.  You get 

the picture.  He must have felt a bit like Moses in the desert! 

Thank you, Tom, for taking care of all the details so we could 

just enjoy all the trip had to offer! 

Marta, Wendy, Jill and Carla  

P.S.  More to come on the conference in the near future. 
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5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ /ǊȅǇǘƻǉǳƻǘŜ 

! /ǊȅǇǘƻǉǳƻǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƛǎ ǎǳōǎǝπ
ǘǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǧŜǊΦ  {ƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±L9²Φ 

ILb¢Υ  w Ґ D 

                     
 B       Z    M    R   I    O        O    K  

                       
 O      I    W     R     W    X    O    M   Z    W   P 

              
 B   X   A      O     I   W   

                

 R   Z    K   F    E     K   Q  

                    
 O    I   E      U   W   K   U    Z   W 

            . 

  M  P   F   B   W    Z  .  

        2:32 

 Z   T   D   W  2:32 
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In February, to encourage us all to remain in contact with 

one another, we began ñOur Congregation Connectsò. 

Each month, there will be a new challenge for us to  

complete. 

It will appear as a reminder each week in the BUZZ. 

For the month of December, here is the challenge: 

§ Contact someone who hasnôt returned to live  

worship since our move to Noblestown Road. 

Enjoy building deeper relationships with your brothers and 

sisters in Christ! 

Submitted by Marta Pletz for the Session 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ±L9²  
ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƛǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мс 

 
Email your articles to Sharon Devey: 

37.s.devey@gmail.com 
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!ƊŜǊ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

During Advent this year, we will share the joy of the Season with 

our friends at Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter, by preparing some 

gifts for them.  Each week will begin with a short devotion based 

on Christmas poetry and songs. 

The schedule is: 

Sunday, December 5th: Organize and wrap gifts 

Sunday, December 12th: Prepare cookie trays 

Week of December 13th: Cards, gifts and cookies will be  

 delivered during this week 

Sunday, December 19th: The last Sunday of Advent will be a 

 special time of celebration for our 

 congregation.  Details to follow! 

Support for our Advent activity 
Can you donate winter hats, gloves, socks for the men at the 

Shelter? 

Can you donate homemade cookies for the cookie trays?  Bring 

them to the church on December 12th or place them in the 

church’s freezer ahead of time. 
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On the 

Lighter 

Side . . .  
Submitted by 

Sharon Devey  
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December Cryptoquote solution: 

D 
e 
c 
e 
m 
b 
e 
r 
 
2 
0 
2 
1 

A light to the gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel. 

Luke 2:32 

1st Montana Whitehouse 

4th Marte Morales 

13th Sarah Sherman 

16th Nevaeh Whitehouse 

19th Kim Fickley 

19th Bob Johnson 

24th Tami Ribar 

25th Jesus 
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Dates to remember . . . 

5th Ordination and Installation of Officers 

9th Pleasant Valley Dinner 

14th DayTimers Meeting 11 am (see page 6) 

17th VIEW deadline 

19th Christmas Love Offering 

20th Combined Session & Deacons meeting 6 pm 

24th Christmas Eve, 7 pm worship service at Union 

25th Christmas Day 

26th SCRIP order placed 
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Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church 

Noble Manor Shopping Plaza 

2350 Noblestown Road, Suite 200 

Pittsburgh, PA  15205 

Scan to be directed 

to the Mt. Pisgah 

Website  


